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July 2019 
  

Dear Friend:    
 

Thirteen years ago, through Comité Noviembre’s, (CN) trip to Puerto Rico: “Buscando Nuestras Raíces,” we 
embarked on an educational adventure into the richness of Puerto Rico’s culture, ancestral roots and history.  
Over the years, we have surpassed our expectations making this trip not only an educational and cultural 
experience but an opportunity to support, sponsor and empower many humanitarian, environmental, cultural 
and social justice organizations and issues.   This trip marks our 3rd humanitarian mission to Puerto Rico.  
Thank you to each of you for volunteering your time, energy and money to make this trip a success. We promise 
you that it will be a life changing experience that you will remember for many years to come.  
 

 As a participant of this trip you will be conducting volunteer service throughout the island from removing 
debris, painting and plastering with the Hunger Corp. in Dorado/Vega Alta,  preparing food bags for the 
community and serving daily lunch to over 500 people with Ministerio Buen Samaritano Marc in Vega Baja to 
painting rooms of an expecting mom in La Perla and our annual food donation to El Mesón del Amor.  During 
this trip we will also be presenting grants to non-profit organizations and small businesses from the remainder 
of the funds raised through the Estoy con Puerto Rico Hurricane Relief effort.  The grants will assist food 
pantries to stay open, enable educational and recreational programs for youth, and small business/ micro 
enterprises development and training.  
 

We will also be visiting the great city of Ponce and treated to an intimate discussion with world renowned 
Puerto Rican artist Antonio Martorell as well as visiting the Ponce Medical School Foundation that CN 
presented an Estoy Con Puerto Rico grant.  Participants will meet with the students, doctors and medical 
personnel that provided health and mental health services to the community surrounding Ponce post 
Hurricane Maria and who are currently still serving.  They will give an overview of the mental health issues 
and surging suicide rates in Puerto Rico not being addressed.  A forum on the effects of the Jones Act and the 
role of the diaspora on this issue is being sponsored by the Honorable Rossana López Leoón, Majority Whip 
Senate of Puerto Rico, Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and Dr. Maria Canino and Digna Sanchez co-founders of 
DiaspoRicans. In La Perla we will return to see the development of Colectivo PerlArte and you will be treated 
to a mosaic making workshop that will produce your very own hand made souvenir. 
 

For our annual Orgullo Boricua dinner you will be treated to a “Fiesta Navideña” with a special musical 
performance by Academia de Musica Peña a recipient of an Estoy Con Puerto Rico grant.  Additionally, we have 
invited several Puerto Rican artisans to sell their products.  These items will be one of a kind hand-made 
artisan pieces like jewelry, music, candy, coffee, soaps, cookies, post cards, paintings and artesania.   We urge 
you to wait until then to buy your souvenirs that are made in Puerto Rico. 
 

An event like this takes many hours of planning and coordination. We are proud of the itinerary we have 
developed. A special thanks to Lili Santiago Silva and CN’s Treasurer, and María Díaz Santiago of Colgate-
Palmolive Company. To our partners thank you for your generosity and commitment to making this trip a 
success.  Special recognition to Estoy Con Puerto Rico, Catholic Charities, Marriott San Juan Stellaris Casino, 
Colgate-Palmolive Company, Delta Airlines, José Santiago, Inc. and TAS Communications, LLC.  
 

Know that your participation in this humanitarian effort will have a profound impact on the communities that 
we will be visiting and serving.  Let’s continue to invest, take action and affect change for our beloved Puerto 
Rico!  
  

Teresa A. Santiago, Angel Santini Palos and Lourdes R. Torres 
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Twenty-three months ago, Puerto Rico was devastated by 
Hurricane María.  It was a crippling blow to the island.  From the 
very beginning, Comité Noviembre, (CN), worked quickly and 
diligently to provide assistance directly to non-profit and 
business organizations in Puerto Rico at the grassroots level. In 
September 2017, CN launched the Estoy Con Puerto Rico 
Hurricane Relief Effort with its consortium of Puerto Rican 
leaders, organizations, business partners and Catholic Charities 
of the Archdiocese of New York which served as fiscal conduit for 
this effort.  CN is proud that this effort raised over half a million dollars and has provided much needed aid 
and services directly to over 85 nonprofit organizations throughout the island.  These organizations deal with 
issues ranging from health and mental health, education, solar energy, water shed projects, food insecurity, 
HIV/AIDS, homelessness, suicide prevention and many basic human need services.  Grants were also awarded 
to small businesses and micro enterprises to stimulate the economy.  A list of organizations is attached. 
 
This trip is the third humanitarian mission to Puerto Rico.  
  

First Humanitarian Mission to Puerto Rico,   December 11th – December 18th, 2017  
  
On CN’s first 8-day humanitarian mission to Puerto Rico non-
perishable food, water, medical supplies, and cleaning materials 
were delivered to Aibonito, Barranquitas, Comerio and Naranjito in 
the mountains to Loiza and Maunabo by the ocean and Arecibo, 
Manati, Cayey, Caguas and San Juan inland.  Because the trip took 
place during the Christmas season, toys were also distributed to 
children in each of the towns visited as well as to El Hospital del 
Niño in Bayamón.  
  
This effort distributed over 4,000 bags of groceries; 200 bags per 
town to families plus other non-profits, churches and elderly 
residences we encountered throughout the island on our trip. 
Enough food to feed an estimated 20,000-25,000 people.   

  

  

 
 
At the end of this mission several things became clear.  
The situation in Puerto Rico was changing from a relief 
to a rebuilding effort and the people of Puerto Rico 
needed the voice of all Americans, federal dollars and 
assistance in its recovery.    

  
View video of CN’s Humanitarian Mission #1:  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/8x3nt1twpftxjls/Com 
ite_Noviembre_Revisado_1.mp4?dl=0  

  
RE’S H 
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Second Humanitarian Mission to Puerto Rico August 1st – August 9th, 2018  
  

 
 

The second humanitarian mission to Puerto Rico took on a new charge and an important call to action.  Fifty-

two participants of the trip conducted volunteer service throughout the island from planting trees and seeds 
at Siembra Tres Vidas in Aibonito, removing debris, gardening, painting and power washing walls in 

Dorado/Vega Alta with Hunger Corp., assembling and delivering 400 backpacks with school supplies and 

books for their library to La Escuela Jesús Sanabria Cruz in Yabucoa, to distributing greatly needed items to 30 

families in Comerio; to cleaning elderly homes and apartments with Ráfaga Solidaria in Orocovis, Naguabo and 

Aibonito.  CN also co-sponsored and volunteered at Feria de Salud: Feriarte: Arte, Salud y Cultura; a health, 

wellness and mental health fair with a culture and arts twist in the town plaza of Bayamón.   
 

Estoy Con Puerto Rico Grants  
  

During this trip we also visited and presented grants and equipment to non-profit organizations and small 
businesses from funds raised through the Estoy con Puerto Rico Hurricane Relief effort.  The grants range from 
assisting small businesses and micro enterprises re-open for business, to special programs created to help 
the community deal with mental health issues arising from the devastation of Hurricane María including 
depression and suicide prevention programs, to transforming areas of a facility into dormitories for displaced 
University of Puerto Rico students, assisting the forgotten elderly community and making donations to food 
pantries.  Comité Noviembre selected organizations from proposals received from organizations and 
businesses and determined the amount of donations in the first two waves of fund distributions by 
devastation of area, loss of home/property, health issues and for basic human necessities.    
  

As the need in Puerto Rico changed to rebuilding and long-term solutions, the Estoy effort focused on 
organizations that were creating long term solutions in solar energy, water purification systems and health 
and mental health issues surfacing from post Hurricane Maria trauma.  Additionally, the effort focused on 
getting businesses back in operation to stimulate the economy.  Each of the organizations and businesses 
funded by the Estoy Con Puerto Rico effort provided proof of non-profit status or business registration 
certificate, and as of April 2019 have provided a full written report on what contributions were used for, and 
the impact it had on the community.  The report is scheduled to be completed by the end of Summer 2019.  
  

View video of CN’s Humanitarian Mission #2: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gnMXNz26GuxEm3nqRx39bwCsp-9KWVOG/view?ts=5bd65c75  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gnMXNz26GuxEm3nqRx39bwCsp-9KWVOG/view?ts=5bd65c75
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FIRST WAVE OF ESTOY DONATIONS – NOVEMBER 2017  
  

NAME OF ORGANIZATION  AREA IMPACTED  PROGRAM AREA  

AYUDA PUERTO RICO/ACACIA   ALL PUERTO RICO  ELDERLY  

CARITAS OF PUERTO RICO  ALL PUERTO RICO  SOCIAL SERVICES/RELIGIOUS  

COMITE NOVIEMBRE  ALL PUERTO RICO  FOOD/WATER  

HEALTH PRO MED  ALL PUERTO RICO  HEALTH  

INITIATIVA COMUNITARIA  SAN JUAN, PONCE  HEALTH/HIV AIDS  

CASA AMOR, FE Y ESPERANZA:/MESON DEL AMOR RIO PIEDRAS  EDUCATION/RELIGIOUS  

PR CoNCRA  RIO PIEDRAS  HEALTH  

OLD SAN JUAN HERITAGE FOUNDATION  LA PERLA  HUNGER  

NY FOUNDLING DE PUERTO RICO  ALL PUERTO RICO  CHILDREN/EDUCATION  

CENTRO UNIDOS  DE DETALLISTAS   ALL PUERTO RICO  BUSINESS  

PUERTO RICO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  ALL PUERTO RICO  BUSINESS  
 

SECOND WAVE OF DONATIONS - DECEMBER 2017      
      

ORGANIZATION  AREA IMPACTED  PROGRAM AREA  

FUNDACION NACIONAL PARA LA CULTURA POPULAR  OLD SAN JUAN  EDUCATION/CULTURAL  

SALON LITERARIO LIBRO AMERICA EN PUERTO RICO  ALL PUERTO RICO  EDUCATION  

ESPERANZA PARA LA VEJES, INC.  ALL PUERTO RICO  ELDERLY  

BANCO DE ALIMENTOS DE PUERTO RICO  ALL PUERTO RICO  HUNGER  
 

THIRD WAVE OF DONATIONS - MARCH 2018   
    

ORGANIZATION  AREA IMPACTED  PROGRAM AREA  

ASOCIACIÓN SUPERACIÓN NIÑOS  

SÍNDROME DOWN  

ARECIBO  HEALTH/DOWN SYNDROME  

BRIGADA RAFAGA SOLIDARIA/ ACACIA NETWORK ALL PUERTO RICO HEALTH  

CARITAS OF PUERTO RICO  
ALL PUERTO RICO  SOCIAL SERVICES RELIGIOUS  

CROEM ALUMNI  MAYAGUEZ  EDUCATION  

HUNGER CORP ALL PUERTO RICO REBUILDING PIERTO RICO 

FUNDACIÓN AGENDA CIUDADANA, INC.  ALL PUERTO RICO  SOCIAL SERVICES  

FUNDACIÓN FELISA RINCÓN DE GAUTIER, INC  OLD SAN JUAN  ENCARCERATED WOMEN  

MEZCOLANZA INC.  FERIARTE BAYAMÓN  HEALTH/CULTURAL 

NY FOUNDLING OF PUERTO RICO  ALL PUERTO RICO  CHILDREN/EDUCATION  

EL MESON DEL AMOR/ESPACIO  RIO PIEDRAS  MENTAL HEALTH  



 

  
   COMITÉ NOVIEMBRE’S HUMANITARIAN  
   WORK IN PUERTO RICO 
 
 

 

FOURTH WAVE OF DONATIONS - JULY 2018      
  

ORGANIZATION  AREA IMPACTED  PROGRAM AREA  

BRIGADA RAFAGA SOLIDARIA/ACACIA ALL PUERTO RICO  ELDERLY  

COMITE NOVIEMBRE  ALL PUERTO RICO  ALL  

FUNDACION NACIONAL PARA LA CULTURA POPULAR  OLD SAN JUAN  EDUCATION/CULTURAL  

INITIATIVA COMUNITARIA  
SAN JUAN/PONCE  HEALTH/HIV AIDS HEALING 

BRIGADE  

MESON DEL AMOR/ESPACIO RIO  RIO PIEDRAS  EDUCATION/HOUSING  

OLD SAN JUAN HERITAGE FOUNDATION  VIEQUES  SOLAR ENERGY  
  

FIFTH WAVE OF DONATIONS - AUGUST 2018 
 

ORGANIZATION  AREA IMPACTED  PROGRAM AREA  

ACADEMIA DE MÚSICA PEÑA  HUMACAO  EDUCATION  

CENTRO DE SALUD ARARAT   PONCE  HEALTH/HIV/AIDS  
FUNDACIÓN SILA M. CALDERON CENTRO PARA   

PUERTO RICO   ALL PUERTO RICO   SMALL BUSINESS  

LA GRAN FAMILIA BARBER SHOP   FAJARDO  SMALL BUSINESS  

MONINOS  SAN JUAN  SMALL BUSINESS  

HEALING ENERGY CENTER  CONDADO  SMALL BUSINESS  

GALAXY COFFEE  BAYAMÓN   SMALL BUSINESS  

PRE-ESCOLAR BONNY  TOA ALTA  SMALL BUSINESS  

MRG HOGAR PARA EL ADULTO MAYOR  SAN JUAN  SMALL BUSINESS  

QUALITY TRAINING  NAGUABO   SMALL BUSINESS  

YAIMAR DESIGNS  HUMACAO   SMALL BUSINESS  

PUERTO RICO PORTFOLIO   SAN JUAN  SMALL BUSINESS  
CENTRO PARROQUIAL DE AYUDA  

SOCIAL DE AIBONITO  AIBONITO  
SOCIAL SERVICES 

HUNGER/RELIGIOUS  

 COLEGIO MERCEDES MORALES  GUAYNABO  EDUCATION  

EL NUEVO HOGAR PARA NIÑOS ADJUNTAS  ORPHANAGE  

 FUSIÓN JONDA  ALL PUERTO RICO  SMALL BUSINESS  

 HACIENDA TRES ANGELES  ADJUNTAS   BUSINESS  

JOSE SANTIAGO, INC.  RIO PIEDRAS 
BUSINESS/MESÓN DEL AMOR 

FOOD DONATION  

KAIRIANA NUÑEZ SANTALIZ   SAN JUAN  SMALL BUSINESS  

LOS VIOLINES DE MARQUITO   SAN JUAN  BUSINESS  

NO TIRE REUSE  OLD SAN JUAN  SMALL BUSINESS  
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FIFTH WAVE OF DONATIONS - AUGUST 2018 

 

  

ORGANIZATION  AREA IMPACTED  PROGRM AREA  

REPOSTERIA ONLINE EMPRESARIAL SAN JUAN SMALL BUSINESS 

SECOND CHANCE ANIMALS OF PUERTO RICO    VILLABA   ANIMAL RESCUE  

SIEMBRA TRES VIDAS  AIBONITO  SMALL BUSINESS   

SOUVENIR 154    OLD SAN JUAN  SMALL BUSINESS  

 ESCUELA JESUS SANABRIA CRUZ  YABUCOA   EDUCATION  

ESCUELA NACIONAL DE CIRCO DE PUERTO RICO ALL PUERTO RICO YOUTH 

CASA AMOR, FE Y ESPERANZA   RIO PIEDRAS   RELIGIOUS/EDUCATION   

PABELLÓN CIVICO DE COMERIO   COMERIO   SOCIAL SERVICES  

 CENTRO DE ACTION SOCIAL  OROCOVIS  ELDERLY  

CENTRO COMUNAL LA VUELTA DEL DOS  AIBONITO  ELDERLY  

 HOGAR BETHAIDA DE NAGUABO  NAGUABO   ELDERLY  

ASOCIACION EDUCATIVA DE DESARROLLO HUMANO  CULEBRA  EDUCATION  

CASA MONTESSORRI DE VIEQUES  VIEQUES  EDUCATION  

CENTRO DE ESTUDIOS AVANZADOS DE  

PUERTO RICO Y EL CARIBE  SAN JUAN  EDUCATION  

CIRCUITO DE INNOVACIÓN Y RESILIENCIA QUEER   SAN JUAN  HEALTH  

COLEGIO CALADOS   BAYAMÓN EDUCATION  

LE FILM BAYAMÓN CULTURAL 

FUNDACIÓN LUIS MUÑOZ MARÍN  TRUJILLO ALTO  EDUCATION  

INCUBADORA BIEKE MICRO, INC.  VIEQUES  MICRO ENTERPRISES  

MUSEO DE ARTE DE PUERTO RICO  SAN JUAN  EDUCATION/CULTURAL  

 PARA LA NATURALEZA  

PONCE, 

BARRANQUITAS, RIO 

PIEDRAS, FAJARDO, 

OLD SAN JUAN  WATER SHED PROGRAM  

PONCE HEALTH SCIENCE UNIVERSITY/ 

MENTAL HEALTH CENTER  PONCE  MENTAL HEALTH  

 PROTECTORES DE LA CUENCA  
YAUCO, CULEBRA, 

GUANICA  WATER SHED PROGRAM   

 RADIO VIEQUES   VIEQUES  HEALTH/COMMUNITY 

 SALUD ACUPUNTURA PARA EL PUEBLO, INC.  

INTERGRATED HEALTH PROJECT ALL PUERTO RICO   HEALTH  

 SUPERHEROES  AGUADILLA  EDUCATION  

 TALLER SALUD  LOIZA  HEALTH  

EL MESON DEL AMOR/ESPACIO  RIO PIEDRAS  MENTAL HEALTH  
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SIXTH WAVE OF DONATIONS - AUGUST 2019    

On this third humanitarian mission, Comité Noviembre will be presenting the following organizations with 
Estoy Con Puerto Rico grants.  
 

ACADEMIA MUSICA PEÑA HUMACAO YOUTH 

ASOCIACION DE MUJERES AGROEMPRESARIAS LAS PIEDRAS 

AGRICULTURE 

FOOD COLLECTIVE 

COLECTIVO PERLARTE LA PERLA ARTIST COLLECTIVE 

CONCILIO DE PUERTO RICO GUAYNABO YOUTH 

HUNGER CORP. DORADO HOUSING  

MESÓN DEL AMOR RIO PIEDRAS RELIGIOUS / HUNGER 

MINISTERIO BUEN SAMARITANO MARC MANATI FOOD BANK 

PROJECTO DE APOYO MUTUO, MARIANA HUMACAO 

COMMUNITY COLLECTIVE  

FOOD PANTRY 

NAGUABO SENIOR CENTER NAGUABO ELDERLY 

PUNTO DE LA MONTAÑA  HEALTH 

 

Almost two years after Hurricane Maria and the people Puerto Rico are still struggling. Now more than ever 
our brothers and sisters on the island need our help and our support counts the most.  Comité Noviembre 
urges each and every one of you to continue to volunteer and donate to any and all organizations that touch 
your heart – there are many!  
 
CN is proud that we have been able to directly support so many organizations.  Each of the organizations and 
businesses funded by the Estoy Con Puerto Rico effort provided proof of non-profit status or business 
registration certificate, and as of April 2019 have provided a full written report on what contributions were 
used for, and the impact it had on the community.  
 

Please feel free to contact us to get information on any of the organizations listed. You can donate directly to 
these organizations or send CN the donation and we will continue to make sure that aid is sent where it is 
needed. 
 

To Make Donations: 
By Check or Money Order: 
Make check/money order payable to: Comité Noviembre 
And mail to: Comité Noviembre Managing Office,  
C/O: TAS Communications, LLC, 45 East Hartsdale Avenue, Suite 3L, Hartsdale, NY 10530 
If your donation is for a specific organization please state in memo section of check or to Comité Noviembre 
for the Estoy Con Puerto Rico Fund. 
 

By PayPal: 
Go to: https//www.paypal.com 
Follow prompts to pay by email: CN email is: cnevents@comitenoviembre.org 
If your donation is for a specific program, please state in memo/comment section 
PayPal charges a 3% administration fee that will be charged back. 
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 31, 2019  

  

FLIGHT INFORMATION  
Delta Flight# 1406  ■   Departing JFK/NY  ■  8:05 AM  ■  Arriving San Juan, PR  ■  12:01PM   

 

Proceed to Baggage Claim    

Once you have collected your luggage, proceed to the Coach bus that will be waiting for us 
outside the airport terminal.    

  

HOTEL   
Marriott Resort San Juan/ Stellaris Casino, Condado. PR, 1309 Ashford Avenue, San Juan, PR 00907; 
(787) 722-7000 
 
3PM     Group Orientation – Lobby  
 
4PM    Hotel check-in begins  
 
6:30PM        Bus departs to San Juan 
 
7PM  Welcome Reception/BienvenidaMuseo de Arte de Puerto Rico, 

299 Avenida de Diego, Santurce, Puerto Rico (787) 977-6277. 
Tour of the Permanent Exhibit: Puerto Rico Plural. The Museo 
received an Estoy Con Puerto Rico grant that was used to restore 
works from its permanent collection which were damaged by the 
hurricane.  These pieces will now be part of the new permanent 
collection: Puerto Rico Plural which opened this past June and will 
feature works from the 18th century to present.  Additionally, the 
grant allowed for the commission of a mural by Alexis Diaz that 
will acknowledge the support of CN and will be placed at the 
entrance of the Museo. 

 
 
10PM         Bus departs to hotel  
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 1, 2019  CONDUCTING SERVICE 

LA HORMIGA, DORADO/ HUNGER CORP.  
 

6AM – 10AM    Continental Breakfast   
7:30AM Bus departs to La Hormiga in Dorado trip participants will be  

working with HUNGER CORP. to clean-up debris, paint and 
plaster.   Each person will have a leader assigned to them and 
work will be assigned according to capabilities and willingness.  
There will be an orientation.  There will also be 35 other 
volunteers from the states.   Remember to bring water bottles, 
gloves, protective eye gear, work boots, sun block, hat and insect 
repellent.  

12NOON       Box lunch will be provided at location. 
1PM     Return to work 
3:30PM     Bus depart to San Juan  
6:30PM    Evening Free 
 

 
 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 2, 2019  PONCE 
6AM – 10AM        Continental Breakfast   

8AM     Departs to Ponce 

9:30AM – 11AM   Visit with Maestro Antonio Martorell 

11:30AM – 12:30PM   Tour of the Plaza de Ponce 

12:30PM – 2PM   Lunch at Chef Creations 

2:30PM Ponce Medical School Foundation, Inc., 388 Zona Ind Reparada2, 

Ponce, PR, 787-632-9160, (787) 840-2575. The group will meet 

with the students, doctors and medical personnel that provided 

health and mental health services to the community surrounding 

Ponce post Hurricane Maria and who are still serving.  They will 

give an overview of the mental health issues and surging suicide 

rates in Puerto Rico not being addressed. 

5PM  Bus departs to hotel  

7PM  Bus arrives at hotel  

Evening Free 
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 3, 2019 SAN JUAN 
Tour of Santa María Magdalena de Pazzis Cemetery  
Workshop at Colectivo PerlArte  

 Conducting Service in La Perla 
 

6AM – 10AM     Continental Breakfast  
9AM      Bus departs hotel 
9:30AM – 10:30AM Tour of Santa María Magdalena de Pazzis Cemetery by 

Andy Rivera from the Puerto Rico Historical Buildings 
Society. 

 

11AM – 12:30PM   Workshop at Colectivo PerlArte 
Service volunteers going to La Perla will be cleaning and 
painting at the home of Keisha Baez, a resident that 
sustained substantial damage to her home. Neighbors 
assisted in removing and installing a new roof but almost 
2 years later she still needs doors and windows.  Keisha is 
now five months pregnant.  Windows and doors were 
purchased with a grant from Estoy Con Puerto Rico. 
 

1PM      Lunch at La Garita in La Perla 
Evening Free  
 

  

  
 
 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 4, 2019    FREE DAY    
6AM – 10AM     Continental Breakfast   
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MONDAY, AUGUST 5, 2019  OLD SAN JUAN  
6:30AM – 9:30AM    Continental Breakfast  

8:30AM     Bus departs hotel to the Capitol 
9AM – 10:30AM FORUM: The Effects of the Jones Act (Ley de Cabotaje) on 

Puerto Rico & Defining the Role of the Diaspora on this Issue.  
This informational forum will give an overview of the 
situation in Puerto Rico, the effects of the Jones Act on the 
island, what needs to be done and how the Diaspora can 
mobilize and affect change.  Panelist: Hon. Rossana Lopez 
Leon, Majority Whip, Senate of Puerto Rico, Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico, Dr. Maria J. Canino, Catedrática Emerita, 
Rutgers- The State University of New Jersey and Digna 
Sanchez, Co-founders, DiaspoRicans. 

10:30AM – 12NOON    Tour of the Capitol  
12NOON – 3:30PM    Lunch and exploring Old San Juan on your own 
3:30PM     Bus departs Old San Juan from Plaza Colón 
4PM      Annual food donation at El Mesón del Amor   
5:30PM     Bus departs to hotel  
6PM      Evening Free 
 

  
TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 2019   LAS PIEDRAS  
6AM – 10AM     Continental Breakfast  
7AM      Depart to Las Piedras  
8AM      Arrive la Plaza del Mercado Juan C. Velázquez.  
8:30AM     Conversatorio/Conversation with Mujeres Agroempresarias 
9:30AM     Visit with the Hon. Miguel A. López Rivera, Mayor  
10AM      Tour of the Cueva del Indio 
11AM      Visit to Finca Cosechas Tierra Viva  
12NOON     Lunch la Plaza del Mercado Juan C. Velázquez  
1PM      Bus Departs to Hotel 
2PM      Bus Arrives at hotel 
7PM Orgullo Puertorriqueño Annual Dinner: Navidad Con Comité 

Noviembre, Marriott San Juan Ballroom. CN will be distributing 
the final Estoy Con Puerto Rico grants to several non-profits 
dealing with food insecurity, education, youth recreational 
programs and micro-enterprises. Live entertainment. Local 
Puerto Rican artisans will participate in a mini Artisans Fair to 
showcase and sell their unique one of a kind hand-made items. 

                        

                        



 
 

COMITÉ NOVIEMBRE 
mes de la herencia puertorriqueña  

 

XIII ANNUAL TRIP TO PUERTO RICO:  
BUSCANDO NUESTRAS RAÍCES 

HUMANITARIAN MISSION #3 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 31, 2019– THURSDAY, AUGUST 8, 2019 

ITINERARY 
 

  
  

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7, 2019  CONDUCTING SERVICE VEGA BAJA 
      MINISTERIO BUEN SAMARITANO MARC 
 
6:30AM – 9:30AM         Continental Breakfast    
9AM      Bus departs hotel 
10AM – 3PM Volunteer Service at Ministerio Buen Samartiano Marc 

where trip participants will be preparing food bags for 
the community and serving daily lunch to over 250 
people 

3:30PM     Bus departs to hotel 
4:30PM     Bus arrives at hotel 
      Evening Free 

  

  
  

THURSDAY, AUGUST 8, 2019  
6:30AM – 9:30AM         Continental Breakfast 
11AM            Hotel check-out  - Ask for late check out 
2:30PM           Bus departs hotel to airport  
  
Delta Flight #2571  ■  Departing PR/San Juan 4:50PM    ■    Arriving JFK/NYC    ■   8:57PM  
  
 
Comité Noviembre has confirmed or is in the process of confirming every event, activity and venue on this 
itinerary, unless otherwise specified.  However, CN is not responsible for any unforeseen changes on the part of 
the venues, organizations or government agencies listed or inclement weather.  Thank you  
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 31, 2019  

BIENVENIDA/WELCOME RECEPTION: MUSEO DE ARTE DE PUERTO RICO  
 

The Museo de Arte de Puerto Rico’s (MAPR) collection is home to works of art from the 17th century to the 
present.  This collection is made up of artwork produced by Puerto Rican Master artists as well as artists from 
younger generations.  Currently, this collection has more than 1,000 works of art that include prints, paintings, 
drawings, sculpture, photographs and new media, among others.  The collection has been shaped and is a 
product of acquisitions and donations from private and public sectors.  As a museum founded in the 21st 
century, MAPR’s acquisitions program is still current and the Museo is committed to making this collection a 
fundamental pillar of the cultural legacy of Puerto Rico.   Museo de Arte de Puerto Rico (MAPR) has 24 galleries, 
located on the building’s third and fourth levels.  The MAPR is proud of its dynamic, innovative permanent and 
temporary exhibits, which provide guests an opportunity to explore works from a wide variety of artists, 
historical periods, and subjects while at the same time bringing themselves up to date on developments in 
local and international art. 
 

Puerto Rico Plural combines works by 
artists of different generations, 
historical periods and media, with the 
aim of showing the plurality of Puerto 
Ricans through art from the 
eighteenth century to the present. 
This experience, individual and 
collective, goes beyond geographical 
limits, it is the common essence that 
unites us and at times also divides us. 
To achieve this, works were selected 

not only from the MAPR collection, but also from public and private collections including objects, reference 
materials, as well as commissioned works. Allowing the exhibition to presents a broad look at the cultural, 
political, demographic diversity and Caribbean reality, extolling the role of artists, of all disciplines, as 
chroniclers of their time.   The exhibit allows for provocative thought and discussion. For this reason, Puerto 
Rico Plural is an invitation to reflect and explore the complexities of Puerto Rico’s history, people and art. 

 
The Museo received an Estoy Con Puerto Rico grant that was used 
to restore works from its permanent collection which were 
damaged by the hurricane.  These pieces will now be part of the 
new permanent collection: Puerto Rico Plural which opened this 
past June and will feature works from the 18th century to present.  
Additionally, the grant allowed for the commission of a mural by 
Alexis Diaz that will acknowledge the support of CN and will be 
placed at the entrance of the Museo. 
 

Alexis Diaz is a Puerto Rican painter and urban muralist, known for his 
chimerical and dreamlike depictions of animals in a state of 
metamorphosis. Inhabited mostly by phantasmagorical animals, Alexis 
Diaz’s captivating murals are characterized by a very detailed 
technique and line-by-line precision. Diaz’s signature style is the use of 
tiny black brushstrokes on white to render his creatures, making them 
look like highly-detailed pen and-ink drawings. These ‘drawings’ stand 
out all the more for being set against their bright teal, blue, and sunset-
colored backdrops. Over 40 of his surreal murals can be found in more 
than two-dozen cities worldwide including, Budapest, Cozumel, Rome, 
Berlin, Paris, Sydney New York, San Diego and Denver.   https://www.widewalls.ch/artist/alexis-diaz/ 

https://www.widewalls.ch/artist/alexis-diaz/
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 31, 2019  

BIENVENIDA/WELCOME RECEPTION: MUSEO DE ARTE DE PUERTO RICO (continued)  
 

The extraordinary focal piece of the "Mundillo Nuestro" (Our Little 
World in Bobbin Lace) exhibit is the stage curtain commissioned by 
the Museo de Arte de Puerto Rico to renowned Maestro Antonio 
Martorell for its Raúl Juliá-Banco Popular Theater. It is a 
monumental piece that far exceeds the traditional dimensions of 
lacemaking. The inspiration for the piece emerged from several 
projects and exhibitions that Martorell had worked on, ideas that 
wove together to produce this tour de force of collective labor under 
his direction.  Mundillo lace is made in stages from precise patterns 
that guide the hands in the crisscross of threads that make up the 
latticework.  The weaving process, which dates back thousands of 
years, is done individually or in groups, as a craft or industry, with 

all its technical and formal variants, is a fundamental element in almost all the world’s cultures.  "Mundillo 
Nuestro" speaks to us of our cultural complexity in this time of challenges stemming from global 
transformations and the enormous political, racial, social, financial, and religious tensions we live in. Massive 
migrations, border conflicts, and threatened sovereignties show both the fragility and resilience of our cultural 
fabrics. This interwoven lace supports the knowledge deposited in it for centuries for resisting both natural 
and imposed erosion. The paths of the threads, their crossings and ties, born of the lacemaker’s art, sustain us 
all in these days of retrogression, resistance, and struggle. 
 
 

 

   CONDUCTING SERVICE IN DORADO WITH HUNGER CORP.  
 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 1, 2019 
 

With its motto Moving this Generation to Serve, Hunger Corp., 
is a nonprofit organization with social aid projects in the 
Amazon, Honduras, Dominican Republic and Puerto Rico.  
People of all ages, from diverse backgrounds, locally and 
internationally volunteer with the Hunger Corp. to complete 
short-term projects in these countries.  Hunger Corp.’s 
current focus is building/restoring homes in Puerto Rico and 
supporting the local agriculture to create economic growth 
and development. For the next few years, Hunger Corp. will 
be building and restoring homes for victims of Hurricane 
María in Puerto Rico. Given the complex housing scenario 
post hurricane, Hunger Corp. decided to concentrate its 
efforts on uninhabitable homes, not on homes in need of 

minor repairs. To achieve this goal it partnered with CIC Construction Group and developed a design that meets 
building code and will survive future storms.  The project started late February 2018, and over 800 volunteers 
have been building homes across the island, starting with La Hormiga community in Dorado, PR, which 
consists of 32 homes with different levels of damage.  
  

This year, CN trip participants will be returning to La Hormiga community to continue the work started last 
year.  Participants will be cleaning up debris, plastering, power washing and painting.  Each person will have 
a leader assigned to them and work will be assigned according to capabilities and willingness.  A short 
orientation will be given.   
 

In 2018, Hunger Corp. received an Estoy Con Puerto Rico donation that was used to buy the tools to rebuild 
the 32 homes in La Hormiga community of Dorado.  This year, another contribution will be made. 

http://www.mapr.org/sites/default/files/styles/large/public/activity/images/img_4139_1.jpg?itok=IPGOC2cG
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 2, 2019  
PONCE: ANTONIO MARTORELL, PLAZA LAS DELICIAS, PONCE MEDICAL SCHOOL FOUNDATION 
 
VISIT TO THE PONCE ART STUDIO OF MAESTRO ANTONIO MARTORELL 
 

Printmaker, painter, draftsman, 
installation artist, stage and 
costume  designer, writer, 
illustrator, and teacher. Antonio  
Martorell is one of the most 
prolific Puerto Rican artists of 
the late twentieth and early 
twenty-first century, and a 
direct heir of the graphic 
tradition initiated by the 
masters of the island’s “Fifties 
Generation.” After studying diplomacy at Georgetown University in 
Washington, D.C., he changed professional course. In 1961, with a 
scholarship from the Ferré Foundation, he studied painting and drawing 
under Julio Martín Caro in Madrid. On his return to Puerto Rico he began 
his printmaking apprenticeship under the direction of Lorenzo Homar at 

the Graphic Arts Workshop of the Institute of Puerto Rican Culture. In 1968 he established the Alacrán Studio, 
one of Puerto Rico’s first independent print studios. Martorell has taught printmaking in Puerto Rico, 
Argentina, Colombia, and Mexico, and in his passion for human and artistic expression (which he sees as one) 

he has created, organized, and sponsored countless artistic, 
community, and multi-media events. Martorell’s prints and 
paintings communicate his freedom and exceptional creative 
talent. He is recognized for figurative compositions that show his 
commitment to portraiture, the written word, theater, 
playfulness in all aspects of his creative life, and his incorporation 
of the sensory and the sensual into all his projects. He regularly 
exhibits in Puerto Rico and the United States and participates in 
arts events around the world. He spends his time between his 
workshops in Ponce, Hato Rey, and New York City, his 
presentations worldwide and his academic work in Cayey. 
 

 

TOUR OF LA PLAZA DE PONCE  
 

Plaza Las Delicias, the town's main square, features a 
prominent fountain ("Lions Fountain"), the Ponce 
Cathedral, and Parque de Bombas, an old fire house, now a 
museum, that stands as an iconic symbol of the city and a 
tribute to the bravery of its firefighters. This plaza is also a 
usual gathering place for "ponceños". Other buildings 
around Ponce's main plaza include the Casa Alcaldía 
(Ponce City Hall), the oldest colonial building in the city, 
dating to the 1840s, and the Armstrong-Poventud 
Residence, an example of the neoclassical architectural 
heritage of the island.  
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plaza_Las_Delicias
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ponce_Cathedral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ponce_Cathedral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parque_de_Bombas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ponce_City_Hall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armstrong-Poventud_Residence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armstrong-Poventud_Residence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neoclassical_architecture
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=antonio+martorell+puerto+rican+artist&FORM=IARRTH&ufn=antonio+martorell&stid=d104392f-b8d3-b388-1dc8-eda29450eb35&cbn=EntityAnswer&cbi=0&FORM=IARRTH
http://www.mapr.org/sites/default/files/styles/large/public/artwork/03.antoniomartorell_web.jpg?itok=Nh27Lhx8
http://www.mapr.org/sites/default/files/styles/large/public/activity/images/_itr6237_1.jpg?itok=-9LgGSGj
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 2, 2019 
PONCE (continued) 

 
 

The Catedral de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe (Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe) is the cathedral for the Roman Catholic Diocese of Ponce. The 
cathedral lies in the middle of Ponce's Plaza Las Delicias, located at the center 
of the Ponce Historic Zone. For its historic significance, the cathedral was listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places in 1984. It is the seat of the Bishop of 
Ponce, currently Rubén González Medina.  The cathedral has a history that dates 
to 1670 . It stands out among Puerto Rico's other four cathedrals for its intricate 
design. It has a large pipe organ that was played by danza master and composer 
Juan Morel Campos. Architecturally, it is designed in the neoclassical style. 
Structurally, it follows a cruciform plan, with a large dome at the crossing. The 
interior consists of a main nave and two large aisles separated by a series of 
eight arcades. There are two small chapels in its interior. Two three-story 
towers decorate the front facade.  
 
 
 
 

Parque de Bombas originally built in 1882 for an 
exposition. The structure became Puerto Rico's first ever 
fire station and served as headquarters of the Ponce Fire 
Corps from 1883 to 1989.  In 1990, the firehouse was 
reopened as a museum, there are exhibits on the second 
floor, and the municipal band plays a free concert every 
Sunday night.  In 1984, it was listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places.  The structure was designed 
by Spanish Army officer, Lt. Colonel Maximo de Meana y 
Guridi, who was a trained architect.  He designed the 
building with a strong Moorish and Gothic revival 
architecture influence. The building is painted red and 
black, Ponce's official colors.  

 
 
The Casa Alcaldía de Ponce is a historic city hall. Built in 1840, it is the oldest colonial building in the city. The 
building was listed on the U.S. National Register of Historic Places in 1986 as Casa Alcaldía de Ponce-City Hall.. 
The building serves as the seat of the executive branch of government of the Autonomous Municipality of 
Ponce, including the office of the Mayor of Ponce.  It also has 
one of the most unusual histories of any city hall 
throughout the world, because it was a jail until the end of 
the 19th century. Rooms currently used as offices were jail 
cells before, and the courtyard of the City Hall was the place 
where executions took place. The last public hanging on the 
island happened in its courtyard. It has been visited by four 
U.S. presidents, and three have given speeches from the 
front balcony: Theodore Roosevelt, Herbert Hoover, and 
Franklin Roosevelt. George H. W. Bush visited, as well.  
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cathedral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic_Diocese_of_Ponce
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plaza_Las_Delicias
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ponce_Historic_Zone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Register_of_Historic_Places
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rub%C3%A9n_Gonz%C3%A1lez_Medina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Danza
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Juan_Morel_Campos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crossing_(architecture)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Register_of_Historic_Places_listings_in_southern_and_western_Puerto_Rico#Ponce
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Register_of_Historic_Places_listings_in_southern_and_western_Puerto_Rico#Ponce
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maximo_de_Meana_y_Guridi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maximo_de_Meana_y_Guridi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moorish_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gothic_revival
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_hall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonial_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Register_of_Historic_Places
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_mayors_of_Ponce,_Puerto_Rico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Courtyard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Execution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._president
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodore_Roosevelt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herbert_Hoover
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franklin_Roosevelt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_H._W._Bush
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PONCE (continued) 

 
PONCE MEDICAL SCHOOL FOUNDATION VISIT 
 

The Ponce Medical School Foundation Inc. 

(PMSF), is a charitable, educational scientific 

501 (c)(3) public charity. PMSF is committed 

to the reconstruction of Puerto Rico.  Its 

mission is to provide medical, health and 

mental health services and overall wellbeing 

and quality of life for patients and residents 

of Ponce and surrounding neighboring 

towns.  The Foundation ensures that expert 

state of the art quality education for students 
and is committed to rebuilding, operating, and improving the research facilities and capabilities of the 

institution. 

 

PMSF received an Estoy Con Puerto Rico grant.  With the contribution, PMSF, was able to impact the 

communities of Ponce, Adjuntas, Juana Diaz, Utuado and Jayuya bringing them both behavioral and medical 

assistance through its clinics. With the support of the University’s Wellness Clinic mobile unit, students and 

doctors from the Psychology, Public Health and Medical School Programs, many communities that were 

impacted for the longest time were isolated and in need of behavioral and medical help. The donation 

contribution paid for the restocking of the mobile unit with medical supplies and medications, refueling of 

unit, payments to the chauffer and cleaning after each trip.    

 

During those visits psychological assistance and emotional support were offered to individuals, families, 

overworked workers and entire communities in Ponce, Adjuntas, Juana Diaz, Utuado and Jayuya. The 

program provided 320 volunteers that assisted over 6000 patients. 

 

“Your donation of $5,000 dollars was instrumental 

to our behavioral health community. Our 

volunteers in Psychology, Public Health and 

Medical School provided the services needed to help 

those isolated communities get back to normal and 

received behavioral and medical assistance when 

they needed it the most.” Laura T. Domenech, MD, 

Senior Medical Officer, Ponce Medical School 

Foundation, Inc. 

 
Students, doctors and medical personnel that 
provided health and mental health services to the 
community surrounding Ponce post Hurricane 
Maria and who are still serving.  They will give an overview of the mental health issues and surging suicide 
rates in Puerto Rico not being addressed.  
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 3, 2019 
SAN JUAN: SANTA MARÍA MAGDALENA DE PAZZIS CEMETERY, COLECTIVO PERLARTE, LA PERLA 

 

TOUR OF SANTA MARÍA MAGDALENA DE PAZZIS CEMETERY  

 

The Santa María Magdalena de Pazzis Cemetery is a 
colonial-era cemetery in Old San Juan. It is the final 
resting place of many of Puerto Rico's most prominent 
historical figures. Beautifully located outside the walls of 
Fort San Felipe del Morro fortress, the cemetery with its 
breathtaking statues is one of the island's most famous 
landmarks. The average height of the wall is 40 feet and 
the width ranges from 15 to 20 feet.   It was named in 
honor of Saint Maria Magdalena de Pazzis.   
 
 Constructed in 1863 under the auspices of Ignacio 
Mascaro, the location of the cemetery is central to the 
Puerto Rican belief in the separation of death and life. 

The colonial Spanish government at the time construction of the cemetery commenced, viewed death with fear 
because it was a mystery. Therefore, they decided to build the cemetery to overlook the Atlantic Ocean to 
symbolize the spirit's journey to cross over to the afterlife.  
. 

There are new graves and very old graves of many 
important leaders, poets, composers, actors, artists, 
politicians, educators in Puerto Rican history.  Notable 
interments include: Pedro Albizu Campos, nationalist 
leader and politician, José Julián Acosta, abolitionist, 
journalist, Ricardo Alegría, father of modern Puerto 
Rican archaeology, Miguel Ángel Álvarez, journalist, 
comedian and actor, Jose Celso Barbosa, founder, Puerto 
Rican statehood movement, Antonio R. Barceló, lawyer, 
businessman and politician, Félix Benítez Rexach, 
Architect and engineer, Salvador Brau, journalist, poet 
and historian, Gilberto Concepción de Gracia, politician, 
founder of the Puerto Rican Independence Party, Rafael 
Cordero, known as "The Father of Public Education in 
Puerto Rico", Tony Croatto, folk singer, composer, television presenter, Tite Curet Alonso, composer, José 
de Diego, poet, lawyer and liberal politician, José Ferrer, Academy Award-winning actor and director, Miguel 
Ferrer, actor; Jose Ferrer's son, Pedro Flores, composer, José Gautier Benítez, poet, Rafael Hernández, 

composer and musician, Victoria Hernández, music 
entrepreneur and musician, Santiago Iglesias, former 
Resident Commissioner of Puerto Rico, Tito Lara, 
composer and musician, Lolita Lebrón, nationalist 
leader, Gilberto Monroig, singer, Samuel R. 
Quiñones, politician, founder of the Puerto Rican 
Nationalist Party, Ramón Rivero (Diplo), influential 
actor/comedian, Pedro Salinas, Spanish poet, Miguel 
Ángel Suárez, actor, Salvador Tió Montes de Oca, 
writer, poet, journalist, Rafael Tufiño, painter and 
graphic artist.  The tour will be given by Andy Rivera 
from the Puerto Rico Historical Buildings Society. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cemetery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puerto_Rico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_San_Felipe_del_Morro
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magdalena_de_Pazzi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlantic_Ocean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pedro_Albizu_Campos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jos%C3%A9_Juli%C3%A1n_Acosta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ricardo_Alegr%C3%ADa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miguel_%C3%81ngel_%C3%81lvarez
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jose_Celso_Barbosa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puerto_Rico_statehood_movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puerto_Rico_statehood_movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antonio_R._Barcel%C3%B3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/F%C3%A9lix_Ben%C3%ADtez_Rexach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salvador_Brau
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilberto_Concepci%C3%B3n_de_Gracia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puerto_Rican_Independence_Party
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rafael_Cordero_(educator)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rafael_Cordero_(educator)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tony_Croatto
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tite_Curet_Alonso
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jos%C3%A9_de_Diego
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jos%C3%A9_de_Diego
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jos%C3%A9_Ferrer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miguel_Ferrer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miguel_Ferrer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pedro_Flores_(composer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jos%C3%A9_Gautier_Ben%C3%ADtez
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rafael_Hern%C3%A1ndez_Mar%C3%ADn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victoria_Hern%C3%A1ndez
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santiago_Iglesias
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resident_Commissioner_of_Puerto_Rico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tito_Lara
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lolita_Lebron
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilberto_Monroig
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_R._Qui%C3%B1ones
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_R._Qui%C3%B1ones
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puerto_Rican_Nationalist_Party
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puerto_Rican_Nationalist_Party
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ram%C3%B3n_Rivero_(Diplo)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pedro_Salinas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miguel_%C3%81ngel_Su%C3%A1rez
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miguel_%C3%81ngel_Su%C3%A1rez
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salvador_Ti%C3%B3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rafael_Tufi%C3%B1o
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SAN JUAN: SANTA MARÍA MAGDALENA DE PAZZIS CEMETERY, COLECTIVO PERLARTE, LA PERLA 
 

COLECTIVO PERLARTE 
 

La Perla with the success of the song Despacito by Luis Fonsi and Daddy 
Yankee, through its music video, positioned La Perla as the cool hip place 
to visit and made it a household name attracting many who want to know 
it and experience its vibrancy. Out of the need for tourists and visitors to 
have an artistic and cultural alternative to the typical bars, clubs and 
restaurants of the community, Colectivo PerlArte is born.   Colectivo 
PerlArte aims to create a space for cultural, educational and creative 
exchange with local residents, the Diaspora and the outside world. 
 
Colectivo PerlArte arises from 
an initiative of several artists 

from La Perla area to have a space to exhibit and sell their artwork 
as well as offer workshops. The Old San Juan Heritage Foundation 
adopted the Colectivo PerlArte as an initiative to incubate these small 
businesses and make use the space. The Colectivo vision is to 
connect with the widest possible range of artistic disciplines and 
culture professionals. The purpose is to promote self-management 
as a tool for economic sustainability, educate the community about 
creative entrepreneurship, while providing an authentic place for 
tourists looking for a local and unique experience.  
 

Authenticity is the key to Colectivo’s success especially in this digital 
cultural age. In PerlArte the visitor has the opportunity to hear the stories 
behind the artwork from the point of view of the artist .  Currently, the 
space offers hand-made crafts, paintings, mosaics and handcrafted 
garments. PerlArte's artisanal offering is an alternative to both Chinese-
made souvenirs and franchise products. The Colectivo also offers very 
popular mosaic and chiringas, (kite) tailoring workshops.  To sustain itself 
PerlArte has developed and implemented programs and events to generate 
income among them are: selling the one of a kind hand-made products 
created by local artists (crafts, clothes, t-shirts, among others); renting the 
space for activities, weddings, dinners and birthdays, conducting 
workshops, educational talks and trainings for tourist as well as 

educational exchanges with the Diaspora; promoting corporate tourism activities and offering community-
based tours to the cruise industry.  The Colectivo PerlArte are: Keyla Baez: La Perla native is an artist that 
works with sea shells creating unique and beautiful pieces; Manuel 
Vazquez: La Perla resident works with the traditional masks and 
elevates the art with innovative practices; Mayra Cordova: teacher and 
painter, (ceramic, serigraph, acrylic, oil painting); Stephanie Cardona: 
paints acrylic and knits; Beatriz Manzano: dancer, actress, jewelry 
making, mosaic; Christian Santiago: musician and tourism; Julio Ortiz: 
musician Luz Escalante: artisan, jewelry maker and Lorel Cubano: 
mosaic, acrylic, decoupage, cultural manager.  The Colectivo has 4 
children that are members of PerlArte.   
 
Please view video on Colectivo PerlArte:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Mq9c_aJ2Oc 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Mq9c_aJ2Oc
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 3, 2019 
SAN JUAN: SANTA MARÍA MAGDALENA DE PAZZIS CEMETERY, COLECTIVO PERLARTE, LA PERLA 

 

CERAMIC TILE MAKING WORKSHOP 
 
The ceramic tile making workshop will be conducted by visual artist Lorel Cubano, a resident of La Perla, 
Colectivo PerlArte artist and the executive director of the Old San Juan Heritage Foundation. Trip participants 
will learn how to make ceramic tiles and will bring their creation home as a souvenir.  She will also give you 
an overview of the work being done through PerlArte as well in La Perla. 

   

CONDUCTING VOLUNTEER SERVICE – SPACE IS LIMITED 
 
Service volunteers going to La Perla will be cleaning and painting at the home of Keisha Baez, a resident that 
sustained substantial damage to her home. Neighbors assisted in removing and installing a new roof but 
almost 2 years later she still needs doors and windows.  Keisha is now five months pregnant, she is expecting 

a boy she has named Cristian.  Windows and doors were purchased with a grant from Estoy Con Puerto Rico. 
 

 
 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 4, 2019 
FREE DAY 

  
 

 

  OLD SAN JUAN     

MONDAY, AUGUST 5, 2019 
 
FORUM: The Effects of the Jones Act (Ley de Cabotaje) on Puerto Rico & Defining the Role of the 
Diaspora on this Issue.  This informational forum will give an overview of the situation in Puerto Rico, the 
effects of the Jones Act on the island, what needs to be done and how the Diaspora can mobilize and affect 
change.  Panelists: Hon. Rossana Lopez Leon, Majority Whip, Senate of Puerto Rico, Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, Dr. Maria J. Canino, Catedrática Emerita, Rutgers- The State University of New Jersey and Digna Sanchez, 
Co-founders, DiaspoRicans. 
 

JONES ACT  
 

THE PROBLEM The people of Puerto Rico have been suffering 
through a prolonged recession, a bankruptcy proceeding that has 
caused economic uncertainty and an unprecedented Category 5 
hurricane that has exacerbated these conditions on the island, 
leading to a fiscal and humanitarian crisis. The Jones Act adversely 
impacts the ability of Puerto Rico to improve its fiscal and economic 
condition and to optimize relief and recovery operations after major 
storms.   
 
 

 BUSCANDO NUESTRA 
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MONDAY, AUGUST 5, 2019 
OLD SAN JUAN (continued) 

 

WHAT IS THE JONES ACT? The Merchant Marine Act of 1920 (aka the “Jones Act”) provides that all goods 
shipped between two points within the U.S. must be transported on vessels that meet certain federal 
regulatory requirements (i.e., the  vessels may not be built or re-built in a foreign country and must be 
primarily owned and crewed by U.S.  citizens). The Jones Act does not apply to foreign shipments directly into 
or out of Puerto Rico, however  foreign ships are restricted from delivering goods between multiple U.S. ports 
in a single trip (i.e., shipping goods from Mexico to Texas, and then shipping additional goods from Texas to 
Puerto Rico is illegal under the Act).  
 

HOW DOES THE JONES ACT UNFAIRLY IMPACT PUERTO RICO? As an island that imports almost all of its goods 
– such as food (85% imported), oil, electrical appliances, transport vehicles, and plastics – the Jones Act 
significantly increases the cost of living in Puerto Rico and  depresses trade with the mainland U.S. 
Independent studies estimate that the Jones Act costs the Puerto Rican economy hundreds of millions of 
dollars every year costing as much as $537 million in 2010 alone.  A 2012 report from the Federal Reserve 
Bank of New York found that the shipping cost for a 20-foot container from the mainland U.S. to Puerto Rico 
was twice as much as the cost of the same container going from the mainland to the Dominican Republic. 
Puerto Rico is the only non-contiguous U.S. territory not wholly or partially exempt from the Jones Act. Puerto 
Rico has no vote in Congress so it has no direct ability to influence the policies surrounding the Jones Act.  
  
WHY YOU SHOULD CARE? The Jones Act is significantly harming the people of Puerto Rico and hampering the 
economic recovery of the island.  The Jones Act makes it significantly more difficult to respond to natural 
disasters, such as hurricanes, and undermines the rapid mobilization of aid and supplies. The Jones Act 
imposes costs on the mainland U.S. by decreasing trade with Puerto Rico. Even when the mainland may offer 
similar goods/services at a lower price, due to the effect of the Act it is often cheaper for Puerto Rico to get 
these goods from foreign markets. This hurts American businesses and jobs.  By granting advantages to a small 
group of shipping companies with little to no oversight, the Jones Act forces a captive market (Puerto Rico) to 
conduct its trade with the mainland U.S. in a way that is inefficient, unreliable, restricted, burdensome and 
subject to abuse. A bipartisan group of lawmakers and organizations have called for changes to the Jones Act,  
particularly in its application to Puerto Rico. They need to hear from supporters. Information provided by the 
NYC Bar. 
 

Hon. Rossana López León, Majority Whip and President of the Committee on 
Civil Rights, Citizen Participation, and Social Economy of the Senate of Puerto 
Rico, Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. She is a Puerto Rican politician and public 
servant from the Popular Democratic Party (PPD). López was elected to the 
Senate of Puerto Rico in 2012. Before that, she served as director of the Office 
of Affairs of the Elderly.  López received her Bachelor's degree in Psychology 
from the University of Puerto Rico at Cayey. During her time in college, she 
founded the Volunteer Corps of the Menonite Hospital of Cayey, where they 
developed an educational video about the elderly population in Puerto Rico. 
She was also part of an exchange student in the United States. Because of her 
work, she earned the Governor's Medal offered by the Office for Youth Affairs.  

López completed her Master's degree in Virginia becoming the first Puerto Rican graduate student of 
Gerontology, with a minor in Administration.  After graduating, López became part of the faculty of the 
University of Puerto Rico, Medical Sciences Campus. She then became the executive director of the Governor's 
Office for the Elderly Affairs, the first Elderly People's Solicitor, and the first representative from that field in 
the United Nations. López decided to run for a seat in the Senate of Puerto Rico under the Popular Democratic 
Party (PPD). After winning a spot on the 2012 primaries, López was elected in the general elections.  She is 
currently a candidate for Mayor of San Juan in 2020. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puerto_Rican_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Popular_Democratic_Party_of_Puerto_Rico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Senate_of_Puerto_Rico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bachelor%27s_degree
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psychology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Puerto_Rico_at_Cayey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exchange_student
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Master%27s_degree
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puerto_Rican_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gerontology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Puerto_Rico,_Medical_Sciences_Campus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations
https://wiki2.org/en/Senate_of_Puerto_Rico
https://wiki2.org/en/Popular_Democratic_Party_of_Puerto_Rico
https://wiki2.org/en/Popular_Democratic_Party_of_Puerto_Rico
https://wiki2.org/en/Popular_Democratic_Party_of_Puerto_Rico_primaries,_2012
https://wiki2.org/en/Puerto_Rican_general_election,_2012
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The DiaspoRicans/DiaspoRiqueños is a Puerto Rican 
network co- founded in Puerto Rico in 2014 by Dr. Maria 
J. Canino, Catedrática Emerita, Rutgers- The State 
University of New Jersey and Digna Sanchez, education 
and political activist, with the goal of acting upon a 
socio-political, cultural and economic analysis of the 

role of the Diaspora in the present and future of the Puerto Rican nation.  The mission of the organization is to 
contribute to the mobilization of Puerto Ricans - those in the Diaspora as well as those who have returned to 
the island – in order to propose and support social justice solutions and decolonizing alternatives rooted in 
human dignity. 
 

The objectives of the DiaspoRicans/DiaspoRiqueños are (1) to identify and support socioeconomic, political, 
and cultural proposals for the decolonization of Puerto Rico, (2)recognize the contributions of the Diaspora to 
the socioeconomic, political, and cultural development of the Puerto Rican nation, (3) defend the right to self-
determination of the people of Puerto Rico on a non- colonial, non-territorial basis, (4) strengthen the bonds 
between Puerto Ricans in the Diaspora and in Puerto Rico, (5) develop and strengthen the 
DiaspoRicans/DiaspoRiqueños Network.  The organization aims to achieve these goals by collaborating with 
organizations and individuals utilizing experiences and networks to better understand and impact the present 
political, social, economic, and cultural complexities faced by Puerto Ricans; by advocating for a sovereign 
Puerto Rico on a non-colonial, non-territorial basis; promoting communications in a compelling way with all 
of our communities in diverse geographic areas; and utilize evaluation, financing, social media and 
communications to strengthen the DiaspoRicans/DiaspoRiqueños network. 
 

In addition to participating in educational forums and protest marches, DiaspoRicans/DiaspoRiqueños have 
circulated a Move On Petition in support of repeal of the Cabotage Laws. The DiaspoRicans/DiaspoRiqueños 
network is in agreement with the Commission on Civil Rights, Citizen Participation and Social Economy of the 
Puerto Rico Senate, that “The Jones Act of 1920 is an archaic and protectionist legislation premised on interests 
which have been perpetuated thanks to the economic benefits which it provides. It is legislation which is not 
appropriate for the XXI century, which restricts free commerce between nations, especially our weakened 
economy, and one which is totally counter to the postulates of supply and demand.” ‘En ‘arroz y habichuelas’, 
the Cabotage Laws significantly increase the cost (estimated at 30%) of food, clothing, medicines, fuel, school 
furniture supplies, and other essentials; and expenses of government, nonprofit services and of doing business. 
The most impacted are the poor and working class people of Puerto Rico. 
 

 
   OLD SAN JUAN     

MONDAY, AUGUST 5, 2019 
TOUR OF THE CAPITOL 

 

The capitol building, El Capitolio, is located in Old San Juan.  The 
idea for its construction came from the Commissioner of Puerto 
Rico, Luis Muñoz Rivera in 1907. Rivera was a proponent for 
Puerto Rican autonomy. The completion of construction and 
dedication of the building occurred in 1929. The dome was added 
in 1961.  Designed in a Neoclasical Revival style, it utilized the 
same Italian Marble used by Michelangelo.  A local architect, Rafael 
Carmoega, created the actual design of El Capitolio. Its interior took 
shape as an artistic masterpiece through the collaboration of local 
artists like Jose liver, Jorge Rechani, Rafael Tufiño and others. 
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El Capitolio has two main entrances, one on the north side and 
one on the south. Each entrance has 8 pillars and 7 doors 
which represent the seven senatorial districts in existence at the 
completion of the building. Each door has the name of the district 
it represents etched on its threshold. The names of these 
districts are San Juan, Guayama, Humacao, Arecibo, Aguadilla, 
Mayaguez, and Ponce. Located in the rotunda on the main floor 
is a permanent ballot box and the original copy of the 
Constitution of Puerto Rico are on display. The interior facade of 
the main floor has illustrations of different moments in Puerto 
Rico’s history: Colonization, Abolition of Slavery, Independence 

movement from Spain and US/PR relationship. Mosaics and friezes accentuate the architectural design. El 
Capitolio hosts the house of representatives in one wing and the senators’ in the other wing. Regular sessions 
of legislature meet inside as well as all types of rallies. People are able to watch the senate through thick 
protective glass from the gallery above. 
 
 

  OLD SAN JUAN 
MONDAY, AUGUST 5, 2019 

ANNUAL FOOD DONATION AT EL MESÓN DEL AMOR   
 

Casa Amor, Fe y Esperanza – El Mesón del Amor 
is a non-profit Evangelical religious organization 
whose mission is to serve God by serving others.  El 
Mesón de Amor provides free meals to students of 
the University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras that do 
not have financial resources to eat. It is a safe haven 
for students of all religious denominations – no one 
is turned away.  The food is cooked and donated by 
volunteer students whom they serve, Mondays 
through Thursdays. Many students suffer hunger in 
silence. Even though many students receive Pell 
grants, there are times when the money arrives late, 
causing many who depend on this money for their 
college and personal expenses to go through a 
difficult economic situation during the first months 
of the semester. 
 

The Estoy grants received by El Mesón were used to 
purchase and install all new windows blown out or 
damaged by the hurricane, non-perishable foods, 
that allowed the organization to feed thousands of 
students and to transform areas of its facility into 
dormitories for University of Puerto Rico students displaced when on-campus housing was closed without 
warning and students were left homeless. The Estoy donation was used to purchase five sets of toilets and 
sinks for the dorms that are being constructed. 
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 2019  
LAS PIEDRAS  

 

Las Piedras is a municipality in the eastern part of Puerto Rico located in the center region of the island, north 
of Yabucoa; south of Canóvanas and Río Grande; east of Juncos and San Lorenzo; and west of Naguabo and 
Humacao. Las Piedras is spread over 7 wards and Las Piedras Pueblo. It is part of the San Juan-Caguas-
Guaynabo metropolitan statistical area.   
 

Cueva del Indio is a prehistoric rock art site in what is now a public 
park. La Cueva del Indio was discovered during developers’ 
excavations in 1982. Once they realized what they found, the place 
was protected. It has been on National Registrar of Historic 
monuments since 2003.   Artifacts at the site appear to stem from Late 
Ceramic Period, third phase, i.e. from A.D. 1200 to 1500.  
 
Prior to the arrival of the Spanish, Puerto Rico was inhabited by native 
Indians called Taínos. The Taínos left evidence of their presence in the 
form of petroglyphs, which were carved on rocks in streams, ball 
courts and caves. There are many examples of Taíno petroglyphs 

throughout the island, including at La Cueva del Indio in the eastern-central part of Puerto Rico.  Taínos called 
Borinquen  home for about 700 to 1000 years. Unfortunately, in the early 1500s, the Spaniards arrived in 
Puerto Rico and most of the Taíno males were enslaved and the women became wives for the soldiers. Many 
were killed off by disease. There are few if any pure-blood Taíno left on the island, so little remains of the 
culture.  But the Taínos’ cultural contributions can be seen today in artwork, food and language. Many of the 
symbols from the petroglyphs have been used in all kinds of art and decorative works. Staples of the Puerto 
Rican diet include cassava (yuca), batata (sweet potato) and calabaza (pumpkin). The Taíno language 
contributed some words that have been adopted into both the English and Spanish languages: barbacoa 
(barbecue), hamaca (hammock), canoa (canoe), tabaco (tobacco), and Huracan (hurricane). 
 

At el batey or "ceremonial area," a rectangular area that was 
bordered with standing stones. Several of the rocks have 
petroglyphs on them – faces, the sun, geometric shapes, animals. 
The batey is where ceremonies, like weddings, or some games 
played with a ball would take place. 
 
The La Cueva is not a 
cave per se. It’s more 
like a bunch of huge 
rocks leaning against 
one another that have 

spaces between them forming tunnels and passages. There are over 
200 petroglyphs in the one area of the cave.  
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LAS PIEDRAS (CONTINUED)  

CONVERSATORIO/CONVERSATION WITH MUJERES AGROEMPRESARIAS 
 
The Asociaión de Mujeres Agroempresarias was 
created in 2014 under the Agricultural Extension 
Service of Las Piedras, by a group of women 
farmers who took the Women's Business Center 
course in agriculture in 2011.  Its mission is to 
encourage the development of agribusinesses for 
women. By empowering women in non-traditional 
jobs through expert training to advance the 
economic development of their families, the 
Asociación strives to develop and create successful 
agribusinesses. These businesses establish 
sustainable agricultural enterprises and market 
their agricultural products to contribute to the economic stability of their homes and community.  The 
objectives are: to empower and train agribusinesses for the development of a profitable agricultural company, 
provide farmers with a support network, demonstrate that agriculture is an important sector for the socio-
economic development of Puerto Rico; develop environmental-friendly practices promoting the most 
appropriate management for the conservation of agricultural land and to offer their time to educate, train and 
raise awareness of the importance of agriculture for our country and thus contribute to food sustainability. 
 

The Asociación is currently developing a work plan to help, motivate and 
support each of the women entrepreneurs according to their needs.  
Different workshops and trainings are offered from compost,  cultivation 
of yautias and sweet potatoes to medicinal plants, the culture of Yam and 
hydroponics as well as field days at the Gurabo Agricultural Experimental 
Station, and guidance on the USDA-NRCS Federal Program.  Additionally, 
presentations on how to form a cooperative are provided.  The farmers 
promote their products and  actively participate in several agricultural 
fairs and festivals in Puerto Rico, such as: Festival de Artesanía Pedreña in 
Las Piedras, Festival de Huerto Casero in Gurabo, Feria Agrícola del Jardín 
Botánico in Río Piedras, Actividad de Altrusas – Rol de la Mujer en el 
Desarrollo Socioeconómico (The role of women in the socioeconomic 
development) in the eastern region of  Humacao, Festival del Grano, Feria 
Ambiental del Este, as well as orientations and sales to the Pharmaceutical 
industry. 
 
 

 
VISIT WITH THE HON. MIGUEL A. LÓPEZ RIVERA, MAYOR  
 
Miguel "Micky" López Rivera is a Puerto Rican politician and the current 
Mayor of Las Piedras. López is affiliated with the New Progressive Party 
(PNP) and has served as mayor since 2009. He holds a Bachelor's degree in 
administration with concentration in accounting from the University of 
Puerto Rico at Humacao. 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puerto_Rican_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Las_Piedras,_Puerto_Rico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Progressive_Party_of_Puerto_Rico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Puerto_Rico_at_Humacao
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Puerto_Rico_at_Humacao
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LAS PIEDRAS: FINCA COSECHAS TIERRA VIVA (continued) 

 
Finca Cosechas Tierra Viva is the first smart farm in Puerto Rico, the brainchild of Franco Marcano and Eduardo 
Burgos producing ecological greens, herbs, vegetables, and fruits in an acre and a half of land. They are 
implementing accessible technology to the production of food to develop a sustainable, productive, efficient 
and profitable farming model. Cosechas Tierra Viva is where ecological practices meets technology.  They are designing 
an educational initiative to empower others to grow food through a smart farming model and to export its way 
beyond our shores.  Watch video: https://www.cosechastierraviva.com/ 
 

Puerto Rico imports 85% of its food, and Hurricane 
María has shown once more the vulnerability of our 
food security. The development of the agricultural 
sector is a priority, and some challenges are land 
accessibility and high-capital investments. Cosechas 
Tierra Viva has identified that the local agricultural 
model can be highly improved. It is currently based on 
a big farm operation, which has a high cost and low 
production per square feet. In addition, land (a farm’s 
main asset) and water (its highest cost of production) 
are both used inefficiently, thus exhibiting a false belief 
that more land equals more revenue.  
 

Cosechas Tierra Viva is a small ecological farm 
implementing accessible technology to the production 

of food. Its main objective is to develop a highly productive and profitable agricultural model in a small land 
base, through the implementation of the Internet of Farming (IoF). IoF is being developed and implemented 
Cosechas Tierra Viva, and will have sensory, decision-making and executable capabilities, allowing the farmer 
to monitor the microclimate, make efficient use of resources, automate daily tasks, and improve crop planning. 
Along with ecological agricultural practices, IoF will give us an edge over other agricultural models by reducing 
operational costs, enhancing production, satisfying the demand of water and energy, easing labor, improving 
soil quality, and increasing profit margin with a high-quality crop. This new agricultural model will lower costs 
and maximize production per square feet, making it replicable and allowing for a bigger number of  
entrepreneurs to engage in local agriculture. 
 

The Cosechas Tierra Viva model is as follows: 1. Biological Intensive is an organic agricultural system that  
focuses on achieving maximum yields from a minimum area of land, while simultaneously increasing 
biodiversity and sustaining the fertility of the soil. The goal of the method is long term sustainability on 
a closed system basis. It is particularly effective for backyard gardeners and smallholder farmers in developing 
countries, and also has been used successfully on small-scale commercial farms. 2. Water Conservation is the 
accumulation and storage of rainwater for reuse on-site, rather than allowing it to run off. Rainwater can be 
collected from rivers or roofs and redirected to a pit or a tank. Rainwater harvesting is one of the simplest and 
oldest methods of self-supply of water for irrigating crops, 3.  Renewable energy is derived from natural processes that 
are replenished constantly. In its various forms, it derives directly from the sun, or from heat generated deep 
within the earth. Included in the definition is electricity and heat generated from solar, wind, 
ocean, hydropower, biomass, geo-thermal resources, and biofuels and hydrogen derived from renewable 
resources and 4. Internet of Farming allows farmers to maximize yields using minimal resources such as water, 
fertilizer, and seeds. By deploying sensors and mapping fields, farmers can begin to understand their crops at 
a micro scale, conserve resources, and reduce impacts on the environment. A number of sensing technologies 
are used in precision agriculture, providing data that helps farmers monitor and optimize crops, as well as 
adapt to changing environmental factors.   
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainability
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ORGULLO PUERTORRIQUEÑO ANNUAL DINNER (continued) 

 

Orgullo Puertorriqueño Annual Dinner: Navidad Con Comité Noviembre 
 

Comité Noviembre will be distributing the final Estoy Con Puerto Rico grants to several non-profits dealing 
with food insecurity, education, youth recreational programs and micro-enterprises.  

Estoy Con Puerto Rico grants to nonprofit organizations and businesses 
receiving contributions. 

 

Academia Música Peña ■ Asociación de Mujeres Agroempresarias ■ Colectivo PerlArte  
Concilio de Puerto Rico ■ Hogar Bethaida de Naguabo ■ Hunger Corp. ■ Mesón del Amor  

Ministerio Buen Samaritano MARC ■ Projecto de Apoyo Mutuo Mariana  
 

Mini Artisans Fair 
Local Puerto Rican artisans will participate in a mini Artisans Fair  
to showcase and sell their unique one of a kind hand-made items. 

      

 

 

   VEGA BAJA 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7, 2019 

CONDUCTING SERVICE VEGA BAJA 
      MINISTERIO BUEN SAMARITANO MARC 

 

Ministro Buen Samaritano Marc is a non-profit organization that 
provides food and necessities to Puerto Rican families who are in 
need. In collaboration with institutions, companies and individuals 
Marc reaches 58,786 people on a monthly basis, 20,408 families, 
15,978 adults, 12,376 children and 10,024 elderly. In addition to 
the direct outreach MARC serves, 211 non-profit organizations are 
served for a total of 90,000 people monthly.  
 

During the passage of 
Hurricanes Irma and Maria 
the organization distributed 
over 12 million pounds of 
food to 640,000 people, 
impacting forty-five (45) 

municipalities on of the island. Food insecurity is growing daily in 
Puerto Rico and MARC continues to serve the 90,000 individuals a 
month that enter their ministry. Ministerio Buen Samaritano MARC’s 
mission is to decrease hunger in families and individuals by providing 
food, as well as promoting equality, commitment, development and 
growth to achieve excellence in all our services. The vision is simple and 

clear to become one of the largest sources of distribution on the 
island, in order to ensure food access to the communities most in 
need, develop community projects focused on self-sustainability, 
community empowerment and improve quality of life and social 
well-being through initiatives that respond to food challenges 
and concerns to ensure the food health of citizens.  CN trip 
participants will be volunteering at Ministerio Buen Samaritano 
MARC preparing food bags cooking and serving lunch to an 
approximate 500 people.  



 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

Friday, November 1, 2019  
 

NY Hilton   

New York City  

 
 

COMITÉ NOVIEMBRE 

Mes de la herencia Puertorriqueña…Puerto Rican Heritage Month 
 

SAVE THE DATES 

33rd Annual CN Puerto Rican Heritage Month Kick-off Celebration 
Scholarships and Lo Mejor Awards 

Museo del Barrio/Terrance Cardinal Cooke, NYC 

   
CN’s 23rd Anniversary Benefit Gala 

NY Hilton, NYC 

 

13th CN National Artisans Fair & Annual Puerto Rican Authors Book Expo 

Hostos Community College, Bronx, NY 

Saturday, November 23, 2019
 

25th Annual CN Day of Community Service & Social Responsibility 
Several Locations throughout New York 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Comité Noviembre, CN is the only collaboration of its kind in the United States that bring together the collective 
talents and resources of nine of the oldest and most prestigious Puerto Rican organizations: ASPIRA of New 
York; Casita Maria; Centro de Estudios Puertorriqueños, Hunter College/CUNY; Museo del Barrio; Eugenio 
María de Hostos Community College/CUNY; Fundación Nacional Para la Cultura Popular, La Casa de la 
Herencia Cultural Puertorriqueña, Inc., the National Congress for Puerto Rican Rights – Justice Committee and 
Puerto Rican Institute for the Development of the Arts, (PRIDA).  Established in 1987, CN, is a non-profit 
organization created to: commemorate and pay tribute to the contributions Puerto Ricans have made to this 
nation; promote, acknowledge, create awareness and take ownership of our rich culture, language, and 
history; create open forums to discuss critical issues affecting the Puerto Rican community specifically in the 
areas of education, youth leadership development, health, politics and civic involvement; create educational 
and leadership opportunities for Puerto Rican/Hispanic Youth; institutionalize November as Puerto Rican 
Heritage Month throughout the nation. The combined network and outreach potential of these organizations 
is over 700,000 people through its member lists and internet capabilities.     
    

1. CN Scholarship Awards Program  
2. The Richie Perez Scholarship for Peace & Justice  
3. The Josefina Aguado Scholarship for Single Parents  
4. The Ernesto Malave Scholarship for the Arts  

 

1. Da y of Community Service & Social Responsibility & Food Drive  
  

1 National Artisans Fair & Exhibit  
2 Puerto Rican Authors Book Expo  
3 Puerto Rican Memorabilia Exhibit  
4 Puerto Rican Institute for the Development of the Arts, PRIDA  
5 Poster Traveling Exhibit  
6 Archival Initiatives with Centro Library    
  

1. Educational Trip to Puerto Rico, “Buscando Nuestra Raíces”  
2. Annual CN and Danza Fiesta Bomba y Plena concerts at Hostos Community College  
3. Three Kings celebration & Toy Drive  
4. Cultural and health related workshops, forums and events.   
  

1. PRHM kick-off celebration/Lo Mejor de Nuestra Comunidad Award   
2. Annual benefit event/Puerto Rican Heritage Award  

 

C/O: TAS Communications, LLC; 45 East Hartsdale Avenue, Suite 3L▪Hartsdale, NY 10530  
Teresa A. Santiago, CN’s Chairwoman, tascommunicationsllc@gmail.com www.comitenoviembre.org  

mailto:tascommunicationsllc@gmail.com


 

  


